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On behalf of the National Coalition on Child Safety and Wellbeing, Families Australia led this
consultation on the successor plan for the National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children
2009-2020 (National Framework). Families Australia greatly appreciates the support and
engagement of staff within Territory Families and the Office for Youth in facilitating this session that
included Youth Roundtable representatives from Nhulunbuy and Alice Springs.

Members of the Roundtable emphasised the importance of forming authentic relationships with
children and young people as part of the co-design of the successor plan. They called on
governments and non-government organisations to listen to, and work in partnership with, children
and young people to ensure their voices are elevated and their views are included in an ongoing
way.

Roundtable members identified education as a fundamental building block and an essential element
to support the wellbeing and safety of children and young people into adulthood. They spoke
passionately about the importance of strategies to strengthen the engagement of children and
young people with school, particularly Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young
people and those in remote areas. They gave two examples of education initiatives in the Northern
Territory that are working well and achieving good outcomes and advocated for programs like these
to continue to grow and expand into other locations:

1. The Clontarf Foundation that works with young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men
and boys to improve their education, discipline, life skills, self-esteem and employment
prospects and equip them to participate more meaningfully in society.

2. The Stars Foundation that works to improve education and health outcomes for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander young women at risk of disengagement from school.

Access to health services and health education including sexual health and mental health were also
key areas of concern. Clinic 34, a free and confidential sexual health service operating in five major
centres in the NT, was seen as a positive example of a support service that could be further
improved and enhanced as a ‘safe’ place for young people seeking help and advice. Lack of
availability or limited access to mental health services such as Headspace was identified as a critical
gap that needed to be addressed, noting the particular issues and challenges faced by children and
young people in regional and remote areas in the Territory. The importance of mental health to
wellbeing and safety, engagement in education and positive peer relationships was discussed in
some length during the consultation. In this context, the influence and impact of mainstream media
reporting and social media on the wellbeing and safety of children and young people was also a key
point of discussion. Roundtable members called for actions to change attitudes towards young
people — to counter the pervasive impact of negative stereotyping and stop the negative reporting
about young people occurring in the mainstream media.



Other key elements identified as critical for the successor plan included:

a much stronger and ongoing engagement with children and young people in all aspects of
the successor plan including development, implementation and reporting on outcomes;
dedicated resources and a specific national focus on the needs of children and young people
to help address issues such as increasing rates of stress and anxiety, negative body image,
depression, alcohol and other drugs, bullying, barriers to engagement with education,
training and employment; and online safety concerns;

linking up actions across health, mental health and education recognising the significant
intersections that exist in these areas in relation to wellbeing;

innovative approaches including reliable technology to overcome the access barriers to
resources and services for children and young people in areas more remote from larger
centres;

ensuring the successor plan is written and structured in a way that makes it accessible to,
and understood by, children and young people.

Many insightful and powerful contributions were made by participants in response to the
consultation questions. These have been collated and are summarised under each question in the
attachment.



1. What should be our vision for Australia’s children?




2. What are the main barriers to making Australia a nation where all children grow up safe and
well?




3. What initiatives are showing promise in overcoming these barriers?




4. What should be the key elements of national policy for child and family wellbeing and safety beyond
20207




