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On behalf of the National Coalition on Child Safety and Wellbeing, Families Australia led this
consultation on the successor plan for the National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children
2009-2020 (National Framework). Families Australia actively encouraged participation by Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islanders in all consultations. The session was attended by around 15 participants
including officials from the Queensland Government and members and representatives of FIN
Townsville and Act for Kids Townsville.

This was the fifth jurisdictional consultation on the successor plan. Previous consultations have been
held in Hobart (March 2019), Adelaide (August 2019) and Brisbane on 9 October 2019. A public
consultation was held in Townsville on 10 October 2019. Delegates at the Child Aware Conference in
May 2019 were also consulted on the successor plan.

Participants from FIN and Act for Kids emphasised the importance of local services operating in the
best interests of the child and working together to address the multiple drivers of child abuse and
neglect, child removal and poor outcomes for children, young people and families. Experiences with
the child protection system and Family Court were also discussed extensively and ideas about how
experiences could be improved were offered by participants.

Key elements identified as part of the successor plan included:

e The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

e Localised decision-making that includes the voices of children, young people and
parents/families.

e More flexible and longer funding cycles so that services are not disrupted and new programs
or initiatives that are showing promise can continue for families.

e Anintegrated service system that addresses underlying issues as well as the presenting
issues for children, young people and families.

e A strategy to improve access to services for children, young people and families across all
services including health and mental health, drug and alcohol, counselling and parenting
support. Families should not have to work hard to access the services they need, when they
need them.

e More support for parents to keep children well and safe at home or to address issues so that
children who have been removed can be returned safely and permanently.

e Joining up domestic and family violence policy with policy for children’s wellbeing and safety
as the two are so strongly connected.

e Children are actively involved in developing the vision.

Many insightful and powerful contributions were made by participants in response to the
consultation questions. These have been collated and are summarised under each question in the
attachment.



1. What should be our vision for Australia’s children include?




2. What are the main barriers to making Australia a nation where all children grow up safe and
well?




3. What initiatives are showing promise in overcoming these barriers?




What should be the key elements of national policy for child and family wellbeing and safety beyond
20207




