
National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children 2009-2020 4th 
action plan and national policy on child safety and wellbeing beyond 2020: 

Families Australia’s key recommendations 

National Framework 4th action plan 2018-2020 

The Commonwealth Government’s leadership on the National Framework has been of paramount 
importance and represents an important commitment to create an agenda for change. The Fourth 
Action Plan should prioritise: 
• Reducing the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in out-of-home

care, particularly through investment in family supports via Aboriginal-controlled entities and full
implementation of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle.

• Prevention and early intervention. Greater effort should be made to join-up large governmental
and NGO service planning systems across health, housing, education and child protection. Place-
based initiatives remain important and innovative approaches to reach vulnerable groups should
be tested and supported on a multi-year basis.

• Improving out-of-home care while diminishing its occurrence. Improvements can be made by fully
implementing the National Standards on Out-of-Home Care and broadening efforts to ensure that
young people in care receive the best support to help them transition and thrive in adulthood.

• Advancing child safe organisations, including through implementing the National Statement of
Principles for Child Safe Organisations.

• Improving data. Better understanding is needed about the drivers of abuse and how to effectively
address these. Greater data sharing across jurisdictions and sectors remains important.

• Tripartite approach. The involvement of Commonwealth, State and Territory Governments, and
the NGO and research sectors (through the National Coalition on Child Safety and Wellbeing)
remains of central importance in designing and implementing the National Framework.

National policy on child wellbeing and family strengthening beyond 2020 

Demands for systems transformation, demonstrated impact, and new ‘disruptive’ approaches can be 
expected to grow in coming years. Contextual factors include calls by the two recent Royal 
Commissions for fundamental reform, the expected trebling of the number of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children in out-of-home care in the next 20 years unless significant change occurs, and 
the inability of foster and kin carers to meet demand as more children enter out-of-home care.  
• Building on the National Framework, there is a strong case for stepping-up national efforts beyond

2020. 
• The National Framework should be seen as the foundation of a broader national initiative on child

wellbeing and family strengthening.
• Such a plan should give strong priority to early prevention with a focus on the most vulnerable

families and communities, principally to tackle key child abuse drivers of substance abuse, mental
ill-health and family/domestic violence.

• Top priority should be accorded to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and families, in
particular, we need to fully implement the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement
Principle.

• Future national policy should continue to adhere to a public health model, tripartite collaboration, 
measure impact and progress, engage the community, and build on past National Framework
priority areas and intersecting national agendas, in particular, family/domestic violence, health,
education and homelessness.


